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... WILSON FOUNDED NEW ORDER.
Raleigh News and Observer.

‘; TFair-minded Republicans and
‘Republican newspapers are ad-
_mitting Woodrow. Congressman
D. Fess, chairman of the Repub-
lican congressional committee,

" jnia speech at Columbus, Ohio,

recently, discussed the arma
ment conference. After words of
praise for President Harding
and Secretary Hughes, he said:
*As a republican and Cbairman
of the national Republican con-
greaaionn} committée, I wish
here and now also wish to give
sredie . @resident Wilson for
his. part in molding the senti-
fuent of this country and the
‘world n favor of such a consum-
mation.” ‘

. The remark by Congressman
Fess was the occasion of one of
the finest editorial tributes to
former President Wilson that
has appeared, And it was in the
Bt. Louis Globe-Democrat, a
staunch Republican sheet. In the
course of a lengthy article the
8t. Louis paper says:

*“In his personal participation
in the war, which preced nation-
al participation, the persistant
purpose of Wilson was the estab-
lishment of & new order of politi-
cal relalions in the world, found-
ed upon American principles and
ideas. He claimed no more than
tointerpretand to voice the spir-
it of America, as it has revealed
iteelf, clean and pure, in every
time of stress. When he address-’
ed the Senate in January, 1917,
on conditions of peace, three
months before the declaration of
war, he said: "Perhaps I am the
only person im high sauthority
emongst all the people of the
world who is at Jiberty to speak
and hold nothing back. I aw
speaking as an igdividual, and

“yeot I am speaking also of course,
a8 tho responsihle head of a
greaf government, and I feel con
fident that I have said what the
people of the United States want
me tosay." In that address he
Jaid down thie principles of peace
and of future conduct between
tations, which a vear later were
embodied in the ‘fourteen points’
which became the foundation of
the terms of the term of the ar-
_mistice, and these samc princi-
ples after another year had pass-
ed, he took to Paris, ready to
sacrifice everything else, but ad-
amant as to their adoption.

“History, we think, will mark
that speech of Janudry, 1917, as
the heginning of & new epoch in
huiman relations. It was true,
as he said then, that he was the
only person in high authority at
liberty to speak, but it was an
act of extraordinary.courage for
him to spesk as he did, and only
& man of surpassing vision could
have ventured, in the midst of
hate and blood and distraction,
to point out to Europe and to the
world of the future the path it
must take to enduring peace.
The bélligerent nations were am-
ased at his audacity, but man-
kind hesrd and took on new hope.
And the path to which he pointed
and so persistently and eloguent-
ly defined, is the one on which
the world is finding its feet to-

ay. Itis not movingaltogether
io the manner he ‘desired. His
epuntry, partly through his own
mistakes of leadership and - part-
Iy through the violence of parti-
san opposition, failed him in that.
t the spirit which he created’
pd the ideals which he fostered
fe imperishable things, and
ey are triumphantly working
day for the achievemeni of his
Hctories. In.one way ur another.
bey are prévailing, not oily here
' & - everywhere merica

g B A

To the Parents and Physiclans of Wa-
tauga Couaty.

I have received a letter from
the State Boar of Health telling
me that in 1922 a very accurate
record will be kept on the repor-
ting of contageous diseases. The
accuracy of reporting one coun-
ty will be compared with that of
another. KEspecially interesting
will be a comparison of the re-
porting’ in counties with whole-
time and part-time county health
officers.

Let me say that reports are to
be\made by parents and teachers
when cases are known to them.
If your doctor fails to report,
the *householder should remind
him of it and ask me to get a rec-
ord of the case from him.

Dou’t forget to report every
case. Because your house has a
placard on ic does not excuse
you frofi reporting other cases
as the law requires,

A large number of cases were
not reported last year. The State
Board of Health does not desire
to prosecute people, but the law
is going to be enforced more
strictly this year than formerly.

Yours very truly,

J. W. JONES, M. D,,
Quarantine Officer.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER'S ATTENDANGE
FOR 1921,

I, E. M. Harmon, Register of
Deeds for Watauga county, here-
oy certify that the following is a
true and correct as the same ap-
pears on the records of my office
up to Nov. 30, 1921:

G. W. Robbins 7 day at

$3.00 per day..............$21,00,
G. W. Robbins 22 days at

$4 per day,....coooninnnnn 588,00,
Traveled 216 miles at be,

per mile....unieirnnnn$10.80. ..
J. C. Miller. 7 days at =

$3 per day.......onneennn $21,00.
J. C. Miller 7 days at $4... $588.00,
Traveled 192 miles at

be. per mile....o.ieriee....$9.60.
L. H. Hollar 5 days at $8

per day.....coeesernnennnn, $15 00,
L. H, Holler 23 days at $4

Per day .c..cviveeeseenrens., $92.00.
Traveled 70 miles at be.

per mile ... crvivenieesen,.$3 50,
This Jan. 3, 1921,

E. M. HARMON.
Register of Deeds.
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NOTICE OF PUBLICATION.
vorth Carolina, Watauga Coun-
ty. Mary Grogan vs. Cicero
Grogan. .
The defendant above named will
take notice that an action enti-
tled as above has been commenc:
ed in the Superior Court of Wa
tauga county to obtain a divorce;
and the said defendant will fur-
ther take notice that he is requir-
ed to either appear before the
Jderk of the Superior Court, in
complisnce to the statute made
and provided, before or at term
time in Watauga ccunty, which
term will be heid on the last
Monday in Mareh, (the 27th day
thereof) at the court house ol
said county, in Boone, N. C., and
amewer or demuT to the com
plaint in said action; or the plain:
uff will apply to the court for the
relief demanded in said com
plaint, This the 25th day of Jan-

uary, 1922
. A. W. SMITH, .
Clerk Superior' Court Wataugu
County.
e ————

lished, All honot is due to Har-
ding and Hughes for the work
they are accomplishing. We need
not depreciate them in the least
by giving due credit to Wilson.
But as time softens the bitter-
ness and the bias of partisan pas-
sion and prejudice, the greatness
of Woodrow Wilson’s work for
us and for all humanity is be-
coming more clear, and more
it demands that acknowledge:
ment to which Mr. Fess bas just-
ly given voice. Crippled by the
wounds incurred in his battle
for “‘peace on earth, good will tor
ward men,” Woodrow Wilson is
0o lopger seen nor heard, buthis
silence persistently speaks, and
there is growing up & better un.
derstanding of his purposes and
his accomplishments that is giv
ing him a unique and enviable

{placein the estimation ofAme

rica
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Some Aépects of the
Farmers' Problems

- By BERNARD M. BARUCH
N

(Reprinted from Atlantic Monthly)

 {

The whole rural werld {s In a fer
ment of unrest, and there Is an un-
paralteled volume and intensity of de-
termined, If not angry, protest, and an
ominous swarming of dccupational ¢on-
ferahces, Interest groupings, polithcal
movements and propaganda. Such a
turmoll cannot but arrest our atten-
tion. Indeed, it demands our careful
study and examination, It Is not llke
ly that six miillon aloof and ruggedly
independent men have come together
and banded themselves Into active
unions, socletles, farm bureaus, and 80
forth, for no sufficlent cause,

Investigation of the subject conclu-
sively proves that, while there I8 much
overstatement of grievances and mie
conception of remedies, the farmers
are right In complaining of Wrongs
long endured, and right in holding that
It is femsible to relleve thelr ills with
benefit to the rest of the community.
This belng the case of an Industry
that contributes, in the raw material
form alone, about one-third of the na:
tional annual wealth production and
is the means of llvellhood of about 49
per cent of the population, it 18 ob-
vious that the subject Is one of grave
concern. Not only do the farmers
make up one-half of the matlon, bul
the well-belng of the other half de-
pends upon them.

So long as we have natlons, a wise
politclal economy will alm at a large
degree of matlonal self-sufficlency and
gelf-containment. Rome fell when the
food supply was too far femoved from
the belly. Llke her, we shall destroy
our own agriculture and extend our
gources of food distantly and precarl-
ously, If we do not gee to It that our
farmers are well and fairly pald for
thelr services, The farm gives the
nation men as well as food. Citles
derive their vitality and are forever
renewed from the country, but an im-
poverished countgyside exports Intelll-
gence and retalns tmintelligence.
Only the lower gradés of mentality
and character will remaln on, or seek,
the farm, unless agriculture {8 capable
of being pursued with contentment anil
adequate compensation. Hence, to em:
bitter and Impoverish the farmer ls to
dry up and contaminate the vital
sources of the nation.

. The war showed convincingly how
dependent the natlon is on the full
productivity of the farms. Despite
herculean efforts, agricultural produc
tion ‘kept only a few weeks or months
ahead of consumption, and that only

"by Increasing the acreage of certaln

staple crops at the cost of reducing
that of others, We ought not to for
get that lesson when we ponder ob
the farmer's problems. They nare truly
common prgblems, and thers should
he no etrempt to deal with them as
it they were purely selfish demands
of a clear-cut group, antagonistic to
the rest of the community. Ruther
should we conslder agriculture in the
light of broad mnational policy, just
18 we consider oll, coal, steel, dye
stuffs, and so forth, ag sinews of na:
tional strength. Our growing popula-
tlon and a higher standard of living
demand Increasing fopd supplies, and
more wool, eotton, hides, and the resL
With the disappearance of free or
cheap fertlle land, additional acreage
and increased ylelds can come only
from eostly effort. This we need not
expect from an impoverished or un-
%appy rural population.

It will not do to take a narrow view
af the rural discontent, or to appraise
it from the standpoint of yesterday.
This {a pecullarly an age of flux and
change and pew deals. Because a
‘hing always has been so no longer
means that it Is righteous, or always
shall be so. More, perhaps, than ever
before, there ls a widespread feellng
that all liuman relations can be im-
uroved by taking thought, and that It
lg not becoming for the reasoning ani-
mal to leave his destiny largely to
#hance and natural incidence,

Prudent and orderly adjustment of
production and distribution In accord
ance with consuwption Is recognized
s wise management In every business
but that .of farming. Yet, I venture
to say, there I8 no other industry Ie
which:- it 1s so lmportant to the pub-
lle—to the city-dweller—that produc
tion should be sure, steady, and In
creasing, and that distribution should
be in proportion to. the need. The un.

organized farmers naturally act biind-

Iy and impoisively and, In conse
guence, surfeit and dearth, accompa
nled by disconcerting price-variations,
narass the consumer, One year pota-
toes rot in the Belds because of excesd
production, and-there

to make way for the expansion of the
potato acreage; next year the punish-
ed farmers mass their flelds on some
other crdp, and potntoes enter the

. elass of luxuries; and 80 on.

Agriculture Is the greatest and fun
damentally the most important ¢f our
American industries. The citles arc
but the branches of the tree of nn
tional life, the roots of which go deep
ly Into the land. We all flourish o
decline with the farmer. So, when we
of the citles read of the present unl
versal distress of the farmers, of 8
slump of six billion dollars In the farm
value of thelr crops in a single year

o thelr Inabllity to meet aortgages or
10 pay curpent bilis, and how, seeking
rellef from their ills, they are plan-
plog to form pools, Inaugurate farm-
ers' strikes, and demand leglsiation
abollshing graln exchanges, private
eattle markets, and the llke, we ought
pot hastlly to brand them as economlie
heretics and highwaymen, and hurl at
them the charge of belog seekers of
speclal privilege. Rather, we should
ask If thelr trouble I8 not ours, and
see what cad be done to improve the
situation. Purely from self-interest,
i for no higher motive, we should
delp them, All of us want to get back
permanently to “normalcy;” but Is It
reasonable to hope for that condition
unless our greatest and most basic Jn-
dustry can be put on a sound and solld
permanent foundation? The farmers
are nut entitled to speclial privileges;
but are thiey not right In demanding
that they be placed on an equal foot-
Ing with the buyers of thele products
and with other Industriea?
n

Let us, then, consider some of the
farmer's grievances, and see how far
they are real. In doing so, we should
remember that, while there have been,
and still are, Instances of purposeful
abuse, the subject should not be ap-
proached with any general mputation
to existing distributive ggencles of de-
liberately intentional oppression, but
mather with the conception that the
marketing of farm products has not
been modernized. ’

An anclent evil, and a persistent
one, is the undergrading of fdrm prod-
‘wcts, with the rebult that what the
farmers sell ag of one quallty I8 re
50! as of a higher. That this sort of
chicanery should persist on any {m-
porteni scale in these days of busl
ness Integrity would seem almost In
credible, but there s much evidence
that It does so persist. Even as 1|
write, the newspapers announce the
suspension of several firms from the
New York Produce Exchange for ex-
porting to Germany as No. 2 wheat a
whole shipload of grossly Inferlor wheat
mixed with onts, chaff and the like,

Another evil Is that of Inaccurate
xelghing of farm products, which, It

Is charged, Is sometimes a matter of !

iishonest Intentlon and sometimes of
protective policy on the part of the

focal buyer, who fears that he wmay |

‘welgh out” more than he “\;elghn n"
A greater grlevance Is that at pres-

ent the field farmmer haos llttle or 0o |

econtrol over the time and conditions
of marketing his products, with the
result that he [8 often underpald for
his products and usnally oYercharged
for marketing service, The differ-
ence between what the farmer re-
velves and what the consumer pays
often exceeds all possibllity of justi-
deatlon.
Last year, according to figures ‘attest-
ed by the rallwayvs and the growers,
Georgla watermelon-ralsers recelved
on the average 7.5 cents for a m

the rallroads got 12.7 cents for carry-
ing It to Baltimore and the corsumer

pald one dollar, leaving 708 cents for |
the service of marketing and Its wisks, |

as against 20.2 cents for growing and
transporting,. The hard annals of
far-life are replete with souch com-
mentaries on the crudeness of pres-
ent practices.

Niture prescribes that the furmer's |

“goods™ must be finished withln two
or three months of the yean, while
financlal and storage .limitations gen.
erally compel him to sell them at the

seme {ime. As a rule, other industries |

are in & continuous process of findsh-
fog goods for the markets; they dis-
tribute as they produce, and {hey can
curtail production without too great
Injury to themselves or the commu-

mity; but If the farmer restricts his |

output, It ls with disustous conse-
quences, both to himselt and to the

’ -y -
iRt

To cite a single llstration. |

dhe average farmer Is busy with
production for the major part of the
year, and has nothing to sell.. The
bulk of Lis output comes on the mar
ket at once, Because of lack of stor
age facilitles and of financlal support,
the farmer cannot carry his goods
through the year and dispose of them
af they are currently needed. In the
great majority of cases, farmers have
fo entrust storage—Iin warehouses and
elevators—and the financial carrying
of thelr products to others,

JFarm products are generally mar-
Eeted at a time when there [s a con
gestlon of both transportatlon and
finance—wher cars and money are
scale. The outeome, In mary M.
stances, Is that the furmers not only
sell under pressure, and therefore at
a disadvantuge, but are compelled to
take further reductions in net retuims,
iR order to mepet the churges for ‘he
service of storing, transporting, Ananc
ing, and ultimate marketing—which
charges they clulin, are often exces
#lve, hear heavily on both consume:
asd prodacer, und are under the col
trel of those performing the services
It 13 true that they nre relleved of
A risks of a changlng market by
$ulling st once ; but they are guite will

ing to take the unfavotable chinace,
If the favorable one also is theirs and
they cun retaln for themseélves a part
of Lhe service charges that are ual
form, In good years and bad, with
high prices and low.

Wiile, In the muln, tbe furmer musi
sell, regardless of market conditions,
at the time of the maturity of crops,
he cannot suspend production In tote.
He must go on prodacing if he I# 10 go
on living, and If the world. I8 to exist
The.most he c¢an do is to curtall pro-
duction a little or alter Its form, and
that--because he I8 In the dark us to
the probable demand for his goods—
may be only to jump from the f{rylog
pan Into the fire, taking the consumer
with him,

Even the da'ry farmers, whose out
put Is not geasonal, compiain that.they
find themselves at a disndvantage Ip
the markeling of thelr productions,
especlally raw mllk, because of the
high costs of distributiom, which they
must ultimately bear.,

m

Now that the farmers are stirring,
thinking, and uniting as never before
to eradicate these Inequalities, they
are subjected.to stern economic lec
tures, and are met with the accusation
that they are demanding, and are the
reciplenta of, speclal privileges. Let
us see what privileges the government
has conferred on the farmers, Much
has heen made of Sectlon @ of the
Clayton Antl-Trust Act, which pur
ported to permit them to combine with
immunlty, under certaln conditions,
Admitting that, nominally, this ex-
emption was In the nature of a special
privilege,—though | think It was so In
appenrance rather than In fact-—we
find thgt the courts have nullified It
by Judlcial Interpretation, Why should
not the farmers bhe permitted to ac
complish by co-operative methads what
other husinesses are alrendy dving by
eo-operation In the form of lncorpora
tion? It It be proper for men to form,
by fuslon of existing corporations or
otherwise, a corporntion that controls
the entire production of a commodity,
or a large part of It, why ls It nof
proper for a group of farmers to unite
for the marketing of thelr common
products, elther In one‘or In several
selling agencles? Why should It be
right for a hundred thousand corporate
ghimreliolders to dlrect 25 or 30 or 40
per cent of an Industry, and wrong for
a hundred thousand co-operative
farmers to control a4 no larger propor
tlon of the wheat crop, or colton, o
| any other product?

The Department of Agriculture Ie
often spoken of as a speclul concession
to the farmers, but In g commercial
resulls, 1t Is of as much benefit to the
buyers and consumers of agricultural
produets as to the producers, or even

more, [ do not suppose that anyone
opposes the henefits that the farmers
| derive from the educationnl and re
|

search work of the department, or the
help that It gives them o working oul
tmproved culturnl methads and pra.
tices, in developing hetter yielding va
rieties through breeding und selection
In Introduecing new varleties from re-
mote parts of the world and adapting
them to our elimate and economie con:
| gitlon, and In devising practicat meas.
ures for the éimination or control of
dangerous and destructive animal and
plant diseases, Insect pests, and the
lke, All these things manifestly tend
to stimulate und enlarge production,
and thelr general beneficiul effecty are
ohvlous,

It Is complained that, whereas the
law restricts Federal Reserve banks

to three months' time for commerein!
paper, the farmer 18 allowed slx
months on his nates, This 18 not &

special privilege, but merely such a
secognition of business conditions as
makes It possible for coumtry banks
t0 do business with country people.
The crop farmer has only one rurn-
over a year, while the merchant and
manufacturer have many, Incldental-
1y, | note that the Federal leserve
Board hay just authorized the Fed-
eral Reserve banks to discount export
puper for @ perivd of six months, to
gonform to the oature of the bual-

Pl
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The Farm Loan bunks are’ o
to as an Instance of special
ment favor for farmers. Are
rather the outcome of landable
to equalize rural and urban
tlons? And about all the governmeni
does there is to help set up an aé
ministratjve organization and lead 8
litt¥e credit at the start. Eventua
‘he farmers will provide all the

tal and carry all the liabllities thew:
selves, It s true that Farm Loan
bonds are tax exempt; but sé are
bonds of municipal light and traction
plants, and new bousing g to be ex-
empt from taxatlon, in New York, for|
ten yenars, :

On the other hand, the tarmer reads
of plans for municipal housing proj
ects that run Into the bllllons, of bun-
dreds of milllons anoually spent en
the merchsnt marine; he reads that
the rallways are belng favored with
[ncreased rates and virtual guarantiep
of earnings by the government, with
the result to him of° an ‘ncreased toll
on all that he sells and all that he
buys, He hears of mapy manifesia-
tlons of governmental concern for par
ticular Industrics and Interests. Ree
culng the rallways from Ingolvency Is
unduuhleﬁiy for the benefit of the
country as & whole, but what ¢sn be
of more geneval benefit than encour
agement of ample production of the
principal necessarles of life and their
even flow from contented producers to
sutisfled consumern?

While It may be conceded that
special governmental ald may be nec-
essary In the general Interest, we must
all agree that It Is difficult to see why
agriculture and the produgtion and dis-
tributlon of farm prod are not me-
corded the same opportunities that are
provided for other businesses; espe
clally a3 the enjoymient by the farmer
of such opnortunities would appear to .
be even more contributory to the g |

eral good than In thy case of other
\ndustries, The spirit of Americas
democracy Is ubalterably opposed,
alike to enacted special privilege and
to the special privilege of unequal op-
portunity that arises automatically
from the fallure to correct pglaring
economio Inequalities. I am opposed
to the Injectlon of government inte
business, but I do belleve that it Is as
essentlal functlon of democratic gov
ernment to equallze opportunity ®mo
far as It Is withln ita power to do se,
whether by the repeal of archale
statutes or the enactment of modern
ones, If the antl-trust laws keep the
tarmers from endeavoring sclentifically
to Integrate thelr industry while other
industries Gnd a way to meet modbm
conditlons without violating such stat-
utes, then it would seém reasonable
to'find a way for the farmers’ to meet
rthem under the same conditions. The
" law should operate equally In fact, Re-
pairisg the economie structure on one
side 15 no Injustica to the other side,
which 4s In good repalr,

We have traveled a long way from
the old conception of government as
merely a defenslve and policing ageney ;
and regulative, corrective, or equalis-
ing leglslation, which apparently ls of
a special nature, is often of the most
general beneficlal consequences. Evea
the First Congress passed a tariff act
that was avowedly for the protectioa
of manufacturers; but a protective
tariff always has Leen defended as &
means of promoting the general
through a particular approach;
the statute books are filled with acts
for the benefit of shipping, commerce
and labor.

i
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Now, what |8 the farmer asking)
Withoyt trying to catalogus the re
medlal mensures that have been sug
gested In his behalf, the principal pro
posals that bear directly on the Im
provement of his distribyting and mar
keting relations pay be summarised as
follows :—

First: storage warchouses for cot-
ton, wool, and tobacco, and elevators
for graln, of sufficlent capacity to mest
the maximum demand on them at the
penk of the marketing period, The
farwer thinks that elther private capl-
tal must furnish these facllities, or the
state must erect and own the eleva-
tors and warehouses,

Serond: welghing and grading of
agricultural products, and certification
thereof, to he done by lmpartial and
disinterested public Inspectors (this e
already accomplished to some extent
by the fedural licensing of welghgrs
and graders), to eliminate underpay-
ing, overcharging, and unfair gradipg,
and to facilitate the utllization of the
atored products as the basis of credit.

" Third: a certaloty of credit suficient
to enable the marketing of produets
In an orderly manner,

Fourth: the Department of Agricul-
ture should collect, tabulate, summa-
rize, and regularly and frequently pab-
sh and distribute to the farmers,
information from all the markets of
the world, so that they shall be as well|
inforined of their selling position @]
buyers now are of thelr buylng posl-|
tlon. A

Fifth: freedom to integrate the
ness of agriculture hy means of
solidated selling agencles,
ing and co-operating in such way
put the farmer on an 1 N
with the‘large buyers of his produe
and with commercial relati
Industries, = o

When a business

.
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